 Love and Feelings

February 2012

Dear Folks at Home,
Have you told your child that you loved them today?  During the month of February and especially on February 14, we focus on thoughts of love.  There are many different kinds of love that we experience in our daily lives.  During this “Love and Feelings” unit we will focus on the love that our Heavenly Father Jesus Christ has for us, as well as the love of our family, friends and teachers.  What a wonderful time of the year, but shouldn’t love have just as much importance and emphasis each and every day of the year?  We have been given the greatest model of love as sent to us in the form of a tiny baby lowly in a manger bed, who grew up and suffered and gave up His life for us all.  “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God.” I John 3:1a.  Our goal is to reinforce the children’s understanding that God made each of them with feelings, there are names for feelings, that other people have feelings, and that they can express their feelings in appropriate ways.  You will find tips for coping with your child’s feelings along with this unit letter

During Jesus time we will learn about the parable of the forgiving father as found in Luke 15:11-24.  We will first hear the story from the Read Aloud Bible Stories and the children will also take part in a chapel service to review the Bible Story.  We will also be learning about the healing of the ten men with leprosy as found in Luke 17:11-19.  Our third Jesus time will focus on the story of Jesus Feeds 5,000 from John 6:1-15.  We will first read this miracle from “Read Aloud Bible Stories,” and will review the story using goldfish and bread!  
 The dramatic play area will be transformed into a Post Office!  The children will have a great time delivering letters, packages and valentines to their friends and teachers. This is a good time to start working on teaching your child your phone number and address if they do not already know them.  At school we will use this as a fun way for dismissal for free-choice time in the classroom!  A fun way to learn a phone number is to put it to a song or rhythmic beat.  At school we will use the tune, “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”  Please teach your child the 763 or 651 prefix as well because there are many other prefixes in the metro area.

We will be decorating valentine bags for our Valentine Party as an art activity.  Just a reminder, please use the class list sent home to put valentines in alphabetical order if your child is writing their friends’ names on the bag.  If you need a new list, please let me know!  The children will be delivering their valentines to their friends during free-choice time with the help of our parent helpers.


Valentine Parties: Please wear red or pink in honor of this special day!



Monday, Feb. 13—Class 6


Tuesday, Feb. 14—Class 7
Free- Choice Centers:

· Science Center: stethoscopes and melt frozen hearts with salt 
· Sensory Centers: hearts in sand table, ice shaped hearts in water table, hearts in sand and cut straws in sensory table
· Religion Center: A forgiving Father, 10 Lepers and Jesus feeds 5,000
· Art Table: heart with crosses, decorate Valentine bags and handprint on heart with poem
· Easel:  face shapes with mirrors to create (How do you feel? Look in the mirror), roller painting on paper, collage on heart shape
· Letters of the Week:  Qq,  Rr and Ss
· Shapes of the Week: smiley face and heart

· Colors of the Week: pink and red

Important Dates to Remember:
· Registration for 2012-2013 for current families –Monday, Jan. 30 at 7:00 pm
· Chapel—Class 6, Wednesday, Feb. 1 in the church sanctuary


    Class 7, Thursday, Feb. 2 in the church sanctuary


(We will be practicing for Preschool Sunday after chapel) 
· Preschool Registration Open to Public/Open House—Monday, Feb. 6 at 7:00 pm
· Valentine Party/Cooking Graham cracker with frosting (Wear Pink or Red)

     
Class 6—Monday, Feb. 13
   
Class 7—Tuesday, Feb. 14
· NO SCHOOL—Monday, Feb. 20—President’s Day
· Family Fun Night and Dance—Tuesday, Feb. 21 from 6:30-8:00
· Dental Resource—Wednesday, Feb. 22-Thursday, Feb. 23

· Spring Break—Monday, March 12-Friday, March 16
Songs and Fingerplays:

“God Gives us Feelings”

God gave everyone feelings,

And they’re important, too!

No matter how old you are,

They’re still a part of you!

“Feelings”

(sung to “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”)
Sometimes on my face you’ll see,

How I feel inside of me.

My smile means happy, frown means sad,

And when I grit my teeth I’m mad.

When I’m proud, I beam and glow,

In God’s grace,
But when I’m shy my head hangs low.








Marla Guenther

“I have loved you with an everlasting love.”

Jeremiah 31:3

